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UNCLAS SINGAPORE 0097 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SREF, SN 

SUBJECT: WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRP) 

ASIAN CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (ACRP)- RESCUE PLANS 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 0090 AND PREVIOUS B. BANGKOK 0374 

1 . STRAITS TIMES CARRIED ARTICLE ON JAN 10 ENTITLED "MERCY SHIP LEAVE 
S 

ON FIRST VOYAGE TO RESCUE REFUGEES." ARTICLE CONFIRMS THAT THE 40 MET 
ER 

FORMER WW II MINESWEEPER "THE ROLAND" SAILED ON FRIDAY JAN 7. THE 
VESSEL WAS MANNED BY CREW OF NINE INCLUDING THE MASTER, AND LOADED WI 
TH 

FOOD, CLOTHING AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES. THE SHIP WAS BOUND FOR THE SOUTH 
CHINA SEA WITH INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE ACRP TO PICK UP ALL REFUGEES 
ENCOUNTERED AND TO TAKE THEM TO THE NEAREST PORT OF CALL. 
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2. A SPOKESMAN FOR THE SINGAPORE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT INFORMED THE 
PRESS THAT SHOULD THE ROLAND RETURN TO SINGAPORE WITH REFUGEES, 
SINGAPORE'S POLICY REQUIRING THE MASTERS OF VESSELS TO POST BONDS TO 
GUARANTEE REFUGEES FROM SNEAKING ASHORE WOULD BE APPLICABLE. HE 
ADDED THAT ARRANGMENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE WITH EMBASSIES 
HERE TO SEND THE REFUGEES TO COUNTRIES WILLING TO ACCEPT THEM 
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BEFORE THEY WOULD BE ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK. 
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